
Writing: Term 5 Week 4 – Keeping in Touch  

 

Online book: ‘Croc and Bird’ by Alexis Deacon 

https://clpe.org.uk/powerofpictures/books-and-teaching-sequences-0/croc-and-bird 

With thanks to CLPE for giving their permission to use this online book reading. 

 

 

Key Learning Focus: use of exclamation marks 

Writing task: write a diary entry 

Description: Write a diary entry as if you are Croc or Bird. You could write 

multiple entries (more than one) from different parts of the story. Think 

carefully about what they would be thinking or feeling at different points in the 

story.   

 

How to use exclamation marks: 

As a command Go away! Come here! 

To show fear or shock I had no idea! It can’t be true! 

To show surprise or excitement I love it! I can’t believe it! 

To show anger I hate this game! 

https://clpe.org.uk/powerofpictures/books-and-teaching-sequences-0/croc-and-bird


To show that someone is shouting Look out! We are over here!  

Exclamation sentences (Y2 only) Starts with how or what 
Must include a verb 

Ends with an exclamation mark. 

 

Structure: 

 Begin with ‘Dear Diary’ 

 Start by sharing your feelings with the reader.  

 Write your diary in chronological order  

- When you first hatched from your egg and saw your ‘brother’, how 

did you feel?  

- What did you do together first? Think about the part where they are 

waiting for their food.  

- Did anything funny or strange happen? 

- How did you feel later on in the story? Has your mood changed?  

Here are some ideas of what a diary entry might look like. They are not 

complete but shows you how Croc was feeling at different parts of the story.   

Dear Diary, 

This morning I met my brother for the first time! I was so excited and pleased 
to see him. We have already had lots of fun together. When we first hatched 
we were feeling hungry, so Bird showed me how to wait with my mouth open 
to catch food. It must have been a funny joke because no food came! After 
that, I went out to catch food for us instead. Do you know what Bird asked me? 
He wanted me to chew his food for him before he put it in his mouth. Yuck! I’m 
going to go and listen to Bird sing again now. He has a lovely voice but it makes 
me feel very sleepy.  

 

Dear Diary,  

I am feeling very disappointed. Today I found out that my brother is not my 
real brother and I had to say goodbye to him. I am now in a big group with my 
real brothers but I don’t feel as happy as I did when it was just me and Bird. My 
new brothers don’t even like singing. How upset it made me feel when they 
told me! I am going to go for a walk now so I can think about what to do next. 
Maybe I will even see Bird.   


