
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25.1.22 
 
Dear Parents/ Carers, 
 
I am writing to inform you that we have seen a rise in the number of COVID-19 cases in 
school. In some cases, this is resulting in increased staff absence. I would like to reassure 
you that where staff are absent from school, we are doing our utmost to plan 
contingencies to enable face to face teaching to continue. This may be in the form of 
another teacher from the school in the class or it may be that they are grouped within 
their year group bubble. By doing this, we are able to continue with the delivery of our 
curriculum and keep classes, year groups and the school open. I appreciate that this is 
not ideal, although I am sure you will understand that, as reported in the media, schools 
and education is just one of the industries where staff absence rates are increasing as a 
result of the pandemic. 
 
Our whole staff are taking on additional roles and responsibilities in order to ensure 
that your child’s education continues to a high standard. Please, please, please bear with 
us if it takes us longer to respond to emails, phone calls and gathering of home 
resources. Also, at all times, be kind to our members of staff. They really are doing the 
utmost to ensure that they are keeping those smiles on our children’s faces and the 
delivery of our curriculum.  

Please also continue to be vigilant to symptoms of COVID-19 and engage with regular 
testing and reporting to NHS Track and Trace. The information below is issued to help 
keep our school community safe: 

· If your child has symptoms of COVID-19, they should not come to school, and should 
take a LFD test or be taken for a PCR test immediately. They should self-isolate until 
they receive their result and thereafter if their result is positive. Symptoms in children 
seem to be headaches, temperature, a sore throat and stomach pain. 

· We strongly encourage all families to take part in regular Lateral Flow testing as these 
tests can identify asymptomatic cases of COVID-19. If your child tests positive on an 
LFD, they should not come to school. Lateral Flow Device kits are available to order 
online https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests or can be 
collected from local pharmacies, if available. 

· In the unfortunate event that a member of your household has been identified through 
NHS Track & Trace as a close contact of a positive case, it is strongly recommended that 
all household members take daily Lateral Flow Tests for 7 days. Your child can still come 
to school providing that they have a negative LFD result and no symptoms of COVID-19. 

· The 10-day self-isolation period for people who record a positive PCR test result for 
COVID-19 has been reduced to 5 days in most circumstances depending on negative LFD 
tests. 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


 

 

 

 

 

Individuals may now take LFD tests on day 5 and day 6 of their self-isolation period. 
Those who receive two negative test results are no longer required to complete 10 full 
days of self-isolation. The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-
isolation period and tests must be taken 24 hours apart. If both these test results are 
negative, and your child does not have a high temperature, they may end their self-
isolation after the second negative test result. This is the same for a negative day 6 and 7 
test. 

Please can I ask that when you are reporting an absence to the school, that you are 
precise with symptoms and the reason for the absence so that office staff do not need to 
call you back to confirm any details. If you have completed any LFD or PCR tests, please 
let the office know the outcome including any start dates of isolation. 

Thank you for your support with this in helping to ensure our school and local 
community is safe and well. 

Mrs Elly Rushen-Gough 
Principal 
Grange Infants School 
 


