
  Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Welcome back! I hope you have had a good half term and have enjoyed having the children 
at home with you.  
 
This term our learning will be ‘I am learning to love spiders and Santa’s Elves.’ We are very 
excited about all the activities we have planned and we hope to really love spiders by the end of term. 
We are especially looking forward to our Elf Day at the end of term. 

 
PE and Welly Walks 
We will continue to go on our Welly Walks every other week. Please ensure that your child has a named 
pair of Wellies.  
 
PE is now on different days for 2 of our class groups:  
Rosen and Ahlberg on Wednesday 
Donaldson on Friday 
 
Phonics 
This term we will be starting our phase two phonics teaching. Please support your child at home to 
practise their phonemes on a weekly basis as well as encouraging them to use their phonetic knowledge 
at every opportunity available.  

`  
  Phonemes by weeks 

Wk1 s a t p         
Wk2 i n m d      
Wk3 g o c k        
Wk4 ck e u r 
Wk5 h b f /ff, l/ll        
Wk6 ss j v w       
Wk7 x y qu z/zz      
 
We will also use this session to teach letter formation and will be sending the 4 phoneme cards we have 
learned in school in their book bags each week. Remember we need to say the phoneme without adding 
an ‘a’ at the end. e.g. “t” not “ta”. 

 
Reading 
As of Monday 15th November your child will take home books that will match their phonetic knowledge.  
Support your child to segment the words (say each sound individually) and then blend the word together 
(put the sounds together as a word). Their phonic reading books will only be changed by us once they are 
secure with the blending of the words. We expect all children to read the same book at least 3 times a week 
which will give you the opportunity to practise these skills.  
 
Children will continue to bring a book from our 50 Reads on a Friday and returned to school on a Monday. 
Please remember that the text does not tell the whole story. Continue to talk about the pictures, the 
characters, the setting, the feelings the characters might have, the structure of the story, why things have 
happened or not in the story. This is all part of reading!       
                                                                                                 
Please remember to write a comment in the reading record about their reading.  
 
Homework 

 
As of this term, on Friday 6th November, your child will bring home their Homework Book. They will have 
handwriting/phonics homework weekly and Mathematics homework every other week. 
 

 
 
 



 
 

The weekly handwriting practise will be of the letters that we have learnt this week. Please ensure that 
when they are writing them, they start and finish in the correct place, to reinforce their muscle memory and 
aid their letter formation. Also, make sure that they are sat down at a table and that their pencil grip is 
efficient. See below for age expectations of pencil grip and the flip technique to pick up a pencil from the 
table. 
 

  
 
  

 
Colder weather 
Please remember to send your child in a warm, waterproof coat to school, as we go outside no matter what 
the weather and it would be a shame if your child is unable to maximise their learning opportunities 
because they do not have the correct clothing for it. 
 
Can I also please remind you that your child needs a named water bottle in school every day? There should 
only be water in it, as we have had many children with bottles full of juice and squash. 

 
Nativity 
We are aiming to still have a nativity performance. We are looking into different ways into making this 
available to you. We will send more information once we have finalised plans.  

 
 

Dates for your diary: 
Christingle: We will celebrate on 30th November 
Christmas Voice Festival: 8th December 
5 Days of Christmas: w/c Monday 14th December 
ELF Day: Dress as one of Santa’s elves on Thursday 17th December  
Last Day of Term and Christmas Party Friday 19th Dec 
 
 

Thank you for your continued support, 
Mrs Ambrose and the Early Years Team. 

 
 

 

 


