
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date: 28.08.2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

September 2020 starting guidance 

 

I hope you and your families have had a lovely summer break and that you are well and 

ready to start the new term with us. We are very excited to be welcoming all our children 

back to school over the next couple of weeks. I am certain there will be mixed emotions 

amongst you all about the return to school. I can assure you, that even though we cannot 

limit all risks to our pupils, we will make the school as safe but as ‘normal’ as it can possibly 

be for the children within the guidelines we have been given. 

 

I am aware that there will be many changes to the usual routines we had in place before 

lockdown and I will try to be as concise as possible about everything we are doing in school 

to make the school as safe as possible for all children, staff and parents. 

 

Over the next few weeks, more information will be shared with you regarding the day to 

day functions of the school as we see how the new ‘normal’ will work and inform you of any 

changes we need to make to ensure the safety of our children, staff and parents. Any 

changes really do have this as a focus and it is not to make life harder but to ensure 

everybody can be as safe as they can possibly be when entering the school site.  

 

Procedures  

 

Please also refer to the letter send on 20.07.2020 for designated areas for year groups to 

line up and access the school site. 

 

1. We will be following the 5 key principles that will help to keep everyone safe on 

site. These are: 

a. Stay at home if ill 

b. Wash your hands! Catch your coughs! 

c. Clean! Clean! Clean! 

d. Reduce mixing and maximise distancing 

e. Engage with Test and Trace 

 

2. Each year group has a time and allocated entrance to the school. Please come 

through the given entrance and exit the same way unless dropping off another child. 

This is to keep the amount of children and parents accessing the school site to a 

minimum at all times and to avoid cross contamination for our bubbles. There will 

be staff directing you on site when you arrive. We are aware that this process will 

seem inconvenient to some of you, however, this is to ensure that we can provide 

the best opportunity for social distancing. Please do support us in this as social 

distancing is one of the main ways we can avoid spreading any viruses. 

 

3. There will be no vehicular access to the school site from 8.10am and again from 

2.45pm. No parents will be allowed to park on the school site at any time.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is so the car park is free from cars to allow our children and parents to 

maintain social distancing when walking through Delamere Drive gate. Year 2 

parents will be using the large black gate as an entrance to the playground as it 

allows for more space for social distancing. 

 

4. Please maintain social distancing while on site from others at all times. Remember to 

keep your children with you and not allow them to run around on site or play on 

the equipment. Children will need to line up in their allocated place (which is clearly 

signed, please refer to the letter sent on 20.07.2020) ready to go the school building 

at their allocated time. Please exit the way you entered, unless dropping off a sibling. 

Please remember only 1 parent is allowed on site when dropping off and picking up. 

 

5. Children will remain in their bubble with consistent adults throughout the school 

day. Adults in school will remain within their bubble as much as practically possible. 

 

6. Break times and lunchtimes will be staggered. Children will only play with children in 

their bubble. The play areas will be rotated weekly, so all children are able to play 

on the different equipment each week. Children will be able to play with others 

within their bubble. We will be monitoring their play to ensure that children do not 

play with close physical contact. 

 

7. Year 2 classrooms have been organised so that children are not sitting face to face. 

Year 1 and EYFS will continue with continuous provision in their classrooms and 

group work within the classrooms will be forward facing. We will clear times of 

when children are required to wash their hands. This will take place upon entry to 

the school, at break times and lunchtimes, after PE and when activities require them 

to. There will be other hand washing opportunities throughout the day when the 

teacher feels this is necessary. 

 

8. Regular hand washing and good respiratory hygiene will be practiced in school. All 

classrooms have their own sinks and hand sanitising stations already. 

 

9. There will be no assemblies in the hall but they will take place virtually. 

 

10. Children should wear black shoes/ all over black trainers that are comfortable to 

run in every day. They will not be able to change their shoes. 

 

11. PE kit should be worn on days when children have PE in school. This information 

will come out during the first week back to school. Otherwise, children will need to 

be in school uniform at all other times.  

 

12. All children will be provided with their own equipment to avoid sharing, They 

should not bring in any stationery or pencil cases from home. They will 

need a water bottle filled up which they can then refill as and when they need to. 

We are trying to minimise bringing unnecessary items into school. Book bags are  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

still to come in, however, please avoid unnecessary bags/rucksacks. We would 

appreciate your support in this. 

 

13. Children will be given a reading book and a reading record book as usual and these 

should go between home and school. Books returned to school after reading will be 

quarantined for the appropriate period of time. 

 

14. We do ask that all parents wear a face mask when dropping off their child and 

picking them up and while on the school site. This will help to reduce any spread of 

infection and will therefore protect staff and children. It is also strongly 

recommended that pupils in Year 1 and 2 can wear a mask while waiting for entry to 

the school building. 

 

 

15. Children in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 will still be provided with a free piece of fruit or 

vegetable for their daily snack. Please note, however, that this service is not due to 

start again until Monday 7th September, so for the first few days back at school we 

would ask that you bring in a healthy snack from home for your child please. 

 

16. A reminder that if your child is under 5, they will automatically be registered to 

receive FREE milk provided daily by Cool Milk. If your child is 5 or over and you 

wish to continue to pay for them to receive this milk each day, then you will need to 

register with the Cool Milk Scheme using the link below: 

 

Cool Milk is the UK’s leading school and nursery milk supplier, working in 

partnership with local authorities and early years groups to supply free and 

subsidised school milk to children in pre-schools, nurseries and primary schools. 

https://www.coolmilk.com/ 

 

17. Lunches – EYFS will eat their lunch in the hall on a rota bases. Year 1 and Year 2 

children will eat their lunch in the classroom. Adjusting to the new normal has 

involved significant adaptions to the whole of the school day, including most notably 

trying to provide a safe lunchtime environment which remains enjoyable for 

everyone involved without any one bubble crossing over another. We know that the 

school lunches at present are not ideal, and they are a ‘grab and go’ option, 

however, once we have seen, in practice when the children come back to school, 

how the system works we can then work with our caterers to adapt the menu to 

provide more options. This whole situation is new to the school and once we are 

confident the new system is working we can adapt it. We will give further updates 

on this matter as the term settles down.   

 

18. All communications should go through the admin email address please. The office 

will remain closed unless you have pre-organised a meeting with us. If you need to 

drop something into the office, please email/telephone first and arrangements will be 

made to receive delivery. 

https://www.coolmilk.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19. If meetings are needed with teachers/ SENDCO these may be virtual or over the 

telephone. 

 

20. All staff meetings/ TD days will be conducted virtually on site or in a large space 

where social distancing can be maintained. This is to avoid staff mixing with each 

other unnecessarily. 

 

21. We will maintain regular communication with you and welcome you to contact us 

via admin@grange-inf.swindon.sch.uk 

 

The most important way to keep everyone safe is by ensuring that children, school adults, 

parents and family members do not attend the school site if they have any symptoms that 

could be Covid-19. Those symptoms being: a new, continuous cough, high temperature or 

change to the senses of taste and smell. If a child in your household has any of the 

symptoms, they must not attend school and they need to get a test immediately. The result 

of the test must be shared with school as soon as possible by forwarding the email/text to 

admin@grange-inf.swindon.sch.uk. 

 

I am aware that at the start of the term, like last year, a dates and arrangements for the 

usual school events comes out for parents. Unfortunately, due to the current situation, I am 

not able to provide this at this point. We will obviously keep parents updated and although 

this year will be different, we will try to provide regular opportunities to offer updates on 

your children and to see how lessons work in school. These may take place virtually at first 

but we will endeavour to keep you well informed.  

 

Could I please ask that you are patient with us; this is all new to staff as well as the children 

and we may well need to make changes as we start due to any issues that may arise or if 

guidance changes. Any changes will be communicated out to parents as soon as we are able 

to. 

 

I thank you again for your support of the school during this difficult time. All members of 

staff have been very appreciative of the support and communication with you all during 

lockdown and when our children started back at school. All our members of staff are very 

much looking forward to opening the school again to all children and returning to some 

sense of normality. 

 

Take care and stay safe 

 

Mrs Elly Rushen-Gough 

Principal 

Grange Infant School 
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