
 

           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
           
  

September 16th 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to school. It has been a very busy time getting back into routines and 

re-stablishing the learning behaviours of our children after our summer holiday. The 

children have all been buzzing with energy and excitement, ready to embark on 

another year of successful learning. 

There are a couple of things that we need to make you aware of regarding the phonics 

teaching and early reading at school. The Government announced at the end of the 

last academic year, that we were no longer able to use the Phonics program we used at 

school called, Letters and Sounds, developed by the DFE in 2007. The reason for this 

was because it no longer met the needs for modern phonics teaching and learning, as 

you might have heard in the news. They announced that by the end of July, they 

would let schools in England know of the new list of validated Systematic Synthetic 

Phonics Programs (SSP), which we would have to buy into as a school and start 

putting in place as of September 2021. 

As a school, we were in a privileged position to understand what this change meant 

and which program was best for our children in school (as we have two DfE English 

Hub specialists working at school, Mrs. Rudman and myself). Therefore, the school 

has chosen to go with the complete SSP, Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised 

program. 

We have worked tirelessly over the summer to make this transition as seamless as 

possible. Staff have spent the first couple of weeks in school using a baseline 

assessment with our children in order to understand any phonic learning gaps and plan 

for the start of the new SSP as of this week. 

One of the things that has changed, is the way in which we implement our early 

reading practice sessions in school. We are now required to deliver 3 reading session 

a week per group of children, with each session focusing on the skills of decoding, 

prosody and comprehension.  

It is only after doing these 3 reading sessions in school, that we will be able to send 

their books home.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

It is important that you continue to practice their reading skills and develop the 

fluency needed in order to achieve their age-appropriate expectations for each year. 

As before, we expect children to read their phonetically decodable books at least 3 

times a week for this fluency to be embedded. Please bear with us, if your child hasn’t 

brought home a phonetically decodable book yet, they will do very soon. 

We will be inviting you to a Phonics and Early Reading Parents Information meeting 

this term, in order to give you more in-depth detail of our new SSP and what to expect 

when. The dates are as follow: 

Reception: Monday 4th October 9:00 am 

Year 2: Tuesday 5th October 9:00 am 

Year 1: Wednesday 6th October 9:00 am 

I hope you can join us, as reading is a priority for us in school. If you can attend, 

please can you email admin@grange-inf.swindon.sch.uk so we know how many 

parents we can expect in school for the workshop and classroom session. Due to 

classroom space and health and safety, unfortunately we can only allow one parent 

per child and no siblings. Please mark your email as “Phonics Workshop” and 

include your child’s name and class. 

Kind Regards, 

Mrs. Ambrose 

Early Years/Phonics and Early Reading Lead 

English Hubs Literacy Specialist 


